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Review of Land Requirements Worksheet

▪ Any thoughts to share? 

• Formal Goals & Factors can help form a basic Business 

Plan idea for you!

• Any other introductory thoughts or farm location ideas?



Part 1: Identifying a Location



Finding Land Overview

▪ Select a target location for your land search based 

on your personal and business goals

▪ Know what you’re looking for

▪ Find out about real estate/rental values

▪ Identify resources that might provide access to 

suitable land

▪ Develop a plan!



How to Choose a Target Location?

▪ Find out about agricultural and business conditions

▪ Does the state/community support agriculture?

▪ Consider your personal as well as business goals

• Do you want to be near family and friends?

• Near a city or big town or in a remote rural location?

• Do you want to be near amenities like a university or 

hospital?



Research Ag and Market Conditions

▪ Climate, growing season, water availability/rights

▪ Types of agriculture in the area

▪ Land values and rental rates

▪ Population characteristics 

▪ Markets/market competition

▪ Processing/distribution infrastructure

▪ Transportation patterns



Climate/Growing Conditions



What You Can Find in Census of Ag

▪ Number of farms

▪ Information on crops and livestock

▪ Market information, including on direct sales

▪ Farm economics

▪ Real estate value of land and buildings

▪ Operator demographics

▪ And more!







How to See if There’s Support for Ag

▪ Take a look at state policies:

• Ag tax policies

• Farmland protection programs

• Right-to-Farm laws

▪ Find out if Ag is addressed at local level

• Is it included in community plans? 

• Is local zoning “farm friendly”?

• Does the community have a buy-local campaign? 







How to Find Out About Land Prices?

▪ Census of Ag and other NASS resources

▪ USDA-Farm Service Agency

▪ National Multiple Listing Services

▪ Local real estate agents

▪ State departments of agriculture

▪ Talk to people in your community! 



How To Find Out About Rental Rates?

▪ NASS cash rent survey 

▪ Extension regional benchmark reports for various 

farm or ranch enterprises 

▪ Local real estate agents

▪ Classified ads

▪ Talk to people in the community!



Soil Survey

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm



Part 2: Finding Land Strategies



How Can I Find Land to Rent or Buy?

▪ Word of mouth – e.g., from family and friends

▪ Real estate market 

▪ Online resources, e.g., FarmLink programs

▪ Community networks



Types of Ag Landowners

▪ Owner Operators

▪ Operator landlords

▪ Non-operator landlords

▪ Individuals – some of whom have farmed

▪ Partnerships and trusts

▪ Institutions and organizations, like land trusts

▪ Federal government

▪ State and local governments



Many Reasons Landowners Sell or Lease

▪ Financial

▪ Estate/succession planning

▪ Property maintenance

▪ Qualify for agricultural tax assessment

▪ Achieve a group/agency’s mission – like supporting 

local food production

▪ Stewardship of natural resources



Tap the Real Estate Market

▪ Review classified ads in local papers or farm/ranch 

publications

▪ Find a real estate agent – preferably one who 

specializes in agricultural land

▪ Use web searches through Multiple Listing Service 

(MLS) and sites such as Realtor.com, Zillow, etc.



Use Online Resources

▪ Use FarmLink and other online listing, linking and 

match-making sites

▪ Use social media to communicate with potential 

organizations and landowners



▪ PA FARM LINK ONLINE DATABASE 

• One tool for farmers and aspiring farmers to utilize. 

• Landowner Listings

• Entering or New Farmer Listings

• Searchable 24/7

• No fee to complete the process to be put in touch with a 

Landowner or Entering Farmer.

• One time fee if applying as a database member.



▪ Searching the Landowner database for available farms for 
sale or lease.  

Step 1) Click on “FIND A FARM” at the top or middle of the home 
page of PA Farm Link.

PFL Online Database~www.pafarmlink.org

http://www.pafarmlink.org/


Step 2.) Search listings by: 

Region or County



Example of Searching by Region – Region #5

• Landowner Number

• Town of address of farm

• County 

• Acreage

• Type of Farm

• Method of Farming 



Region #5 



How to reach out to a PFL Landowner. 

▪ PA Farm Link – Privacy Policy 

▪ What to send to PA Farm Link for the landowner to review.
• Resume

• Cover letter providing information on your agricultural background and experience 
as well as your goals for a farm operation.

▪ Your Information
• PA Farm Link will send your information to the landowner to review.  

If the landowner feels there is a potential match to be made, the landowner will 
contact you directly.

**Agreements made between landowners and inquiring individuals are the 
responsibility of the two parties. PA Farm Link assumes no responsibility for 
agreements between the parties.**



Entering Farmer Database 
▪ Members – anyone looking to buy or lease land for agriculture production. 

▪ Entering or “New” Farmers are those new to farming, those looking to 

relocate to PA, or those looking to expand current farm 

operations/practices.

▪ Entering Farmers can apply as an online PA Farm Link database member 

to have their listing searchable by landowners.



How to Apply as an Entering Farmer
▪ From the PA Farm Link Home page, www.pafarmlink.org, click on:

RESOURCES

For New Farmers

New Farmer Sign Up/Fill 

out Registration Form

http://www.pafarmlink.org/


Entering Farmer Application

▪ Complete the application online.

▪ PA Farm Link will review..

▪ Once accepted, your listing will be activated and searchable online.



Entering Farmer Listing



Connecting Entering Farmers 

to Landowners

▪ Landowners search the PA Farm Link online database.

▪ Landowners contact PA Farm Link and share farm details.

▪ PA Farm Link sends information from the landowner to the PA Farm Link Entering Farmer for 
review.

▪ Database members contact the landowner directly.

*Privacy policy – PA Farm Link can not provide contact information of database members without their 
permission.  No contact information including name, phone number, or location of farms are included in 
listings.

*Agreements made between a database member and an inquiring party are the responsibility of those 
two parties.



Database 2021 Kickoff
▪ Offering complimentary Database application fee ($100 value) through April 1st. 

▪ For participants of this program “Finding Land, Farmland for the Next 
Generation”, PA Farm Link will extend the deadline to April 5th.  Email 
farmland@pafarmlink.org to inquire about this offer.

▪ Marlene, database manager,  724-202-9111.

mailto:farmland@pafarmlink.org


Things to consider

▪ Developing a marketing and/or business plan

▪ Financing your agricultural business

▪ Approaching your search for farm land with a business attitude 

▪ Know your strengths 

▪ Being realistic 



Build your Community Social Network

▪ Tap community organizations

▪ Connect with an incubator or community farm

▪ Join a farm or beginning farmer organization 

▪ Reach out to conservation organizations

▪ Reach out to other producers and agricultural 

organizations 

▪ Agriculture-related business owners



Reach out to Government Agencies

▪ Cooperative Extension

▪ State Department of Agriculture

▪ USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

▪ USDA Farm Service Agency

▪ Soil and Water Conservation District

▪ County or town commissions / departments that 

manage or plan land use



Questions for Panelists on April 8

▪ Start thinking of questions that you would like to 

ask panelists on the last night’s session!!

• Brook Duer– Penn State Ag Law Center

• Regional Speakers (farmers, ag realtors, ag loan officers, 

farmland preservation directors, and more!)

▪ Put your questions in the Chat during any of our 

sessions!!!!



Let’s make a plan and 

find some land! 



Saving the Land that Sustains Us

www.farmland.org

Saving the Land that Sustains Us



Resources & Photo Sources

▪ American Farmland Trust:  https://farmland.org/

▪ PA Farm Link:  https://www.pafarmlink.org/

https://farmland.org/
https://www.pafarmlink.org/

