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Legal Disclaimer

This seminar is intended solely to provide information 

to the public. It is not intended as legal advice. We 

recommend speaking with legal and real estate 

professionals about your personal situation. The 

views and opinions expressed by panelists as part of 

this Internet seminar do not necessarily state or reflect 

those of Penn State Extension or American Farmland 

Trust.



Meeting Schedule
6:00 to 8:00 PM

6:00 – 6:45 Ag Lawyers 

7:00 - 7:50 Regional Breakout Rooms 

7:50- 8:00 Last Minute Q&A
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Ross Pifer

Center Director

Brook Duer

Staff Attorney



Center for Agricultural and Shale Law

▪ https://aglaw.psu.edu

• Agricultural Law Weekly Review

• Shale Law Weekly Review

• Agricultural Law Virtual Resource 

Rooms

• Shale Law Virtual Resource Rooms

• Agricultural Law Tracker

• Shale Law Tracker

• Agricultural Law Podcast

• Social Media 

• Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn 

• Presentations

• PA Ag Mediation Program

https://aglaw.psu.edu/


Our Website



Agricultural Law Weekly Review

▪ Posted 

weekly 

▪ Provides 

overview of 

agricultural 

legal 

developments



Podcasts

▪ The Agricultural Law Podcast

• AgLawPodcast.libsyn.com  

▪ The Shale Law Podcast

• ShaleLawPodcast.libsyn.com



Twitter



Facebook



Pennsylvania Agricultural 

Mediation Program
▪ Who can request mediation?

• USDA-related issues:
ꟷ Agricultural Loans

ꟷ Wetlands determinations

ꟷ Compliance with farm programs, including conservation programs

ꟷ National organic program established under the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990

ꟷ Agricultural Credit

ꟷ Rural water loan programs

ꟷ Grazing on National Forest System land

ꟷ Pesticides

• Non-USDA issues:
ꟷ Lease issues; including land leases and equipment leases.

ꟷ Family farm transition. 

ꟷ Farmer-neighbor disputes



Pennsylvania Agricultural 

Mediation Program

Contact us:

Jackie Schweichler, Program Coordinator

329 Innovation Blvd.

University Park, PA 16802

(814) 746-4619

AgMediation@PennStateLaw.psu.edu

Website: www.PAAgMediation.com

mailto:AgMediation@PennStateLaw.psu.edu
http://www.paagmediation.com/


Rural Economic Development Clinic

▪ Legal clinic where Penn State Law students, under 

supervision of licensed PA attorneys, perform work for 

agricultural and rural clients.

▪ Legal work typically takes place during the academic 

semester.

▪ Interested clients should contact the clinic prior to or at 

the beginning of each semester.



Rural Economic Development Clinic

▪ Type of legal work performed includes:

• Research and advice on a variety of legal issues;

• Review and preparation of land leases or other contracts; and 

• Formation of LLCs and sub-chapter S corporations along with the 

preparation of basic business organizational documents.



Penn State Center for Agricultural and Shale 

Law
Phone:  (814) 865-4290

Website:  https://aglaw.psu.edu

Twitter:  @AgShaleLaw

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/AgShaleLaw/

https://aglaw.psu.edu/


Thanks to Our Partners!

▪ Programs of the Center for Agricultural and Shale 

Law are supported by:

• The National Agricultural Law Center

• National Agricultural Library

• Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture



Contact Info & Questions!!!

Ross Pifer

Center Director

814-865-3723

rhp102@psu.edu

Brook Duer

Staff Attorney

814-865-4290

dhd5103@psu.edu

mailto:rhp102@psu.edu
mailto:dhd5103@psu.edu


Anonymous Post-Evaluation

https://pennstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8oCSDUMSX0n2ESO

https://pennstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8oCSDUMSX0n2ESO


THANK YOU!  

Lynn Kime

lfk4@psu.edu

Linda Falcone

Lxr6@psu.edu

Jay Eury

jay.eury@psu.edu

Christi Powell

cug137@psu.edu

Megan Chawner

mzc335@psu.edu

Special thanks to     

Maria Graziani

New and Beginning Farmer Team 

mailto:lfk4@psu.edu
mailto:Lxr6@psu.edu
mailto:jay.eury@psu.edu
mailto:cug137@psu.edu
mailto:mzc335@psu.edu


Regional Panel Session Breakouts

CENTRAL PA, EASTERN PA, & WESTERN PA

Central PA:

-Adams Co Land 

Preservation: Ellen 

Dayhoff

-Ag Choice Farm Credit:

John Black

-Berkshire Hathway 

HomeServices Homesale 

Realty: Tereasa Forbes

-78 Acres- Farmer: Matt 

Harsh

Eastern PA:

-Good Work Farm-

Farmers: Lisa Miskelly 

& Anton Shannon

-Mid-Atlantic Farm 

Credit:

Kelsey Feeg

-New Penn Realty: Gary 

Coles

-Northampton Co 

Farmland Preservation: 

Maria Bentzoni

Western PA:

-Ag Choice Farm Credit: 

Gwendolyn Waddell

-City of Pittsburgh: 

Shelly Danko Day

-National Young Farmers 

Coalition- Western PA:

Karen Gardner & 

Adrienne Nelson

-Western PA 

Conservancy: Andrew 

Zadnik



Question and Answer

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION!

extension.psu.edu 



Saving the Land that Sustains Us

www.farmland.org

Saving the Land that Sustains Us


