Include policy on sales as organic independently 
Individual Grower
 Organic Certification

I have read and understand the Organic Operating Procedures put together by Minnesota Food Association. I agree to all of the procedures and agree to the National Organic Program (NOP) rule.
Grower Signature________________________________ Date________________

Grower Name (printed)_________________________________________________

Farm Name_________________________________ Plot Number(s)______________

Section 1: Returning Farmers

	List any problems that came up in last year’s Organic Inspection or other farming challenges, and explain how you will address them this year.




Section 2: Farm Plan Information
Please complete updated field history sheets and field maps that show all fields (organic, in transition, or conventional). The field history sheets contain all data necessary to meet the requirements for this section and represent the primary documentation source for how acreage is being handled. Pastures are considered a crop and must be listed. At least 36 months of history is required for all fields. (MFA will supply field history sheets. Each individual grower is responsible for their current season map.) 
Attach:

· Fruit, Herb, and Vegetable Crop List

· Plot Map with planned crop locations & field planting dates
Section 3: Seeds and Seed Treatments

NOP Rule requires the use of organically grown seeds, unless an equivalent organically produced variety is not commercially available. If using non-organic seeds, you must have records of your attempts to source organic seed. Synthetic seed treatments are prohibited unless included on the National List. Genetically engineered/modified (GMO) seeds and inoculants are prohibited in organic production. NOP rule uses the phrase “excluded methods” to refer to GMO products. NOTE: A prohibited treatment may be used if such treatment is a Federal or State phytosanitary requirement.

Attach:

· Seed Search & Order Form
Section 4: Seedlings and Perennial Stock

Annual seedlings must be produced according to organic standards. Non-organic perennial plants (planting stock) must be managed organically for at least one year prior to harvest of crop or sale of the plant as certified organic planting stock. Organic seedlings and planting stock must be used if commercially available.  Contact MCIA if you need to use non-organic seedlings because of an emergency. A prohibited treatment may be used if such treatment is a Federal or State phytosanitary requirement. 
Attach:

· Greenhouse Plan

	Type
	Planting Stock Source
	Organic

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Section 5: Soil & Crop Fertility Management
NOP Rule requires active management to build soil fertility, manage plant nutrients, protect natural resources, and prevent soil erosion. The producer must implement a crop rotation including but not limited to sod, cover crops, green manure crops, and catch crops that provide the following functions that are applicable to the operation: maintain or improve soil organic matter content; provide for pest management in annual and perennial crops; manage deficient or excess plant nutrients and provide erosion control. All fertility inputs must be approved. A “restricted” input refers to an approved material on the National List which has a specific annotation for its use (see NOP Rule 205.601(j)(1-8), (k) and 205.602(g) and (h)). If you use a “restricted” material, you must provide evidence of how you address the material’s annotation. Under NOP Rule 205.201(a)(3), the operator must monitor fertility practices and procedures to verify that the organic plan is effectively implemented.

Plant and animal materials (manure, compost, and uncomposted plant materials) must be managed so that they do not contribute to contamination of crops, soil, and water by plant nutrients, pathogenic organisms, heavy metals, or residues of prohibited substances.
A. General inputs

List all materials you are using for general purposes on your farm. 

	(
	Product
	Source
	Status
Approved   Restricted   Prohibited
	If restricted, describe compliance (NOP rule)

	
	Household Bleach
	
	
	X
	
	Not scented

	
	Potting Soil
	Cowsmo
	X
	
	
	

	
	Paper Chains
	
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


B. Fertility Inputs

List all fertility inputs used or intended on organic fields. (MFA will complete previous three years of inputs and the field history sheets) 

Keep all input labels and records and have available at inspection.
	(
	Product
	Brand Name or Source
	Status                              Approved  Restricted  Prohibited
	Application              # per year          Rate
	Reason for use

	
	Fish Fertilizer
	Drammatic K
	X
	
	
	1
	2 oz / gal
	Fertility on transplants

	
	Granular Fertilizer
	Veggies Plus
	
	X
	
	
	
	Fertility before seeding

	
	Poultry Manure
	Sustaine 4-6-4
	X
	
	
	1
	1000 lb / acre
	Fertility on direct seeding

	
	Inoculant
	Guard N
	X
	
	
	1
	1.5 oz/ 10 lb seed
	Fertility on beans & peas

	
	Compost
	Cowsmo
	X
	
	
	1-2
	
	Fertility on transplants

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


C. Compost Use: See MFA manual
D. Manure Use: NOP Rule 2205.203(c)(1) requires that raw manure must be fully composted unless applied to fields with crops not for human consumption or incorporated into the soil 120 days prior to harvest for crops whose edible portion has direct contact with the soil, or 90 days prior to harvest for all other crops for human consumption. At Big River Farms, no raw manure is used on crops for human consumption.
E. Natural Resources: See MFA manual
F. Water Use: See MFA manual
Section 6: Crop Management

NOP Rule requires a crop rotation plan that maximizes soil organic matter content, prevents weed, pest, and disease problems, and manages deficient or excess plant nutrients. Your crop rotation may include sod, cover crops, green manure corps, and catch crops. Producers must utilize sanitation measures to remove disease vectors, weed seeds, and habitat for pests. Cultural practices, including selection of plant species and varieties adapted to site-specific conditions, must be used to enhance crop health. Approved synthetic materials on the National List 205.601 may only be used when management practices are insufficient to prevent or control problems. All weed, pest, and disease inputs must be approved. A “restricted” input has specific annotations for its use. If you use a “restricted” material, you must provide evidence of how you address the materials’ annotation. MFA will supply field history sheets. 
Attach: 
· Second plot map broken down into general areas of crop families 
A. Weed Management Plan: 

	What are your problem weeds?



	What weed control methods do you use?        

    Black fallow                          Crop rotation                Delayed seeding
Flame weeding
 Hand Weeding
    Non-synthetic mulch           Synthetic mulch           Mowing                         Cover crop                          Use of hand tools
    Livestock grazing
   Mechanical cultivation
 Prevention of weed seed set           Fast emerging varieties
    Soap-based herbicides       Soil sterilization
                 Steam weeding                                   Other

	Do you keep record of how often you use these weed control methods, i.e., dates and fields when you cultivate or weed a specific field?                   Yes               No

	(
	
Weed Problem
	
Control Product
	Status
Approved   Restricted   Prohibited
	If restricted, describe compliance with NOP rule

	
	All
	Plastic Mulch
	
	
	
	Remove after season

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If you use newspaper or other recycled paper for mulch, do you use paper with glossy or colored inks?                                            e    Yes               No

	Rate the effectiveness of your weed management program:         Excellent          Satisfactory       Needs Improvement
What changes do you anticipate?                          


	How do you monitor the effectiveness of your weed management program?

      Comparison of crop yields                      Weed counts                                Observation of weed types

     Monitoring records kept                         Observation of crop health                    Other (Specify

	How often do you conduct weed monitoring?



B. Pest management plan

	What are your problem pests?        Insects (List)

    Birds                               Gophers                         Rodents                   Other animals

	Do you work with a pest control advisor?             Yes             No      
If yes, give name and contract information:

	What strategies do you use to control pest damage to crops?        None

    Animal Repellents               Bat houses            Bird houses            Companion Planting                  Crop rotation

    Development of habitats for natural enemies                                Frog ponds                                   Hand picking

    Insect repellents                  IPM                                          Limited use of prohibited products                         Lures

    Monitoring                           Physical Barriers                     Physical removal                                                        Traps
    Release of predators/parasites of pest species               Selection of plant species/variety

     Timing of planting              Trap crops                               Use of approved products 

     Use of restricted products                                                  Other (Specify)______________________________________________________

	Do you keep record of how often you utilize these pest control methods, i.e., dates when you scout or apply inputs to a specific field of crop?              Yes               No


List all pest control products used or intended for use on organic fields. (MFA will complete previous three years of inputs and field history sheets) Keep all input labels and have available at inspection.
	(
	Control Product
	Pest
	Status
	If restricted, describe preventative actions you will take (NOP rule)

	
	
	
	Approved
	Restricted
	Prohibited
	

	
	Entrust
	Squash bug, flea beetle, cucumber beetle
	
	X
	
	

	
	Pyganic
	Colorado potato beetle, squash bug, cucumber beetle
	
	X
	
	

	
	Surround
	Squash bug, cucumber beetle
	
	X
	
	

	
	DiPel (BT)
	Cabbage looper, cut worm, corn borer
	
	X
	
	

	
	Therm-X
	Sticker-spreader, use with entrust and DiPel
	X
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Rate the effectiveness of your pest management program:        Excellent          Satisfactory       Needs Improvement                
What changes do you anticipate?                                                        
 

	How do you monitor the effectiveness of your pest management program?

      Comparison of crop yields                      Crop quality testing                      Insect monitoring with traps

     Monitoring records kept                         Observation of crop health                    Other (Specify)

(Attach copies of your test results)

	How often do you conduct pest monitoring?



B. Disease Management Plan
	What are your problem diseases?



	
What disease prevention strategies do you use?              None

      Companion planting                                       Crop rotation                                               Field sanitation

      Limited use of prohibited materials            Plant spacing                                              Soil balancing

      Selection of plant species/varieties             Solarization                                                Compost tea use

     Timing of planting/cultivating                        Use of approved materials                      Vector management

     Use of restricted materials                             Other (Specify)___________________________________________

	Rate the effectiveness of your disease management program:           Excellent              Satisfactory             

What changes do you anticipate?                                                              Needs Improvement



	How do you monitor the effectiveness of your disease management program?
      Comparison of crop yields             Crop quality testing                Microbiological testing           Monitoring records

      Observation of crop health            Observation of soil                 Soil testing                                Tissue testing

      Other (Specify)____________________________________________________________________________
Attach copies of any test results

	How often do you conduct disease monitoring?


Section 7: Prevention of Commingling and Contamination

A. Equipment – To prevent commingling and contamination, all equipment used in organic crop production must be free of non-organic crops and prohibited materials. Equipment used for both organic and non-organic farming must be cleaned/flushed prior to use on organic fields or crops. Keep records of equipment cleanout and flush activities. 
	List of Personally-owned Equipment
	Used on Organic & Conventional?
	If yes, how is equipment cleaned before use on organic fields? 

	
	            Yes                    No
	

	
	            Yes                    No
	

	
	            Yes                    No
	

	
	            Yes                    No
	

	
	            Yes                    No
	

	
	            Yes                    No
	

	
	            Yes                    No
	


B. Transportation

	Do you use a personal vehicle to transport your produce?              Yes                    No

If yes, describe your plan to protect the integrity of organic products during transport (cleaning schedule, etc):




Checklist of Attachments:

Fruit, Herb, and Vegetable Crop List

Plot Map with planned crop locations & field planting dates
Seed Search & Order Form (unless previously submitted)

Seed invoices (unless previously submitted)

Greenhouse Plan

A second plot map with areas of general crop families

Records to have Available at Inspection:

· Seed packets /packaging for planting stock
· Invoices for seeds /planting stock
· Updated plot map and field planting records

· Greenhouse planting records

· Harvest dates and amounts

· Pest & disease input records

· Sales & expense records
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